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will increase by 39 percent. This makes
the sequester cuts look like child’s
play. Medicaid and other health spend-
ing increases will be by 159 percent; in-
terest on the debt increases 823 per-
cent; Social Security spending rises by
only 37 percent only because CBO as-
sumes drastic benefit cuts in the year
2033.

The President recently spoke about
making cuts, though, to discretionary
spending. That number is underesti-
mated. The President failed to mention
that by refusing to make much needed
changes to entitlement programs, he is
guaranteeing that these investments,
as he calls them, will continue to
shrink.

Entitlement reform is needed not
only to preserve other Federal spend-
ing but in order to slow our ever-ex-
panding debt. President Obama has
bragged that he is no longer setting up
the record-setting deficits he did in his
first 4 years. Those self-congratulatory
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statements will be short-lived, as the
Congressional Budget Office has pre-
dicted that deficits will soon start to
rise unless real reforms are made
today. Without real reform, America’s
debt will continue to grow, and Amer-
ica’s interest and entitlement pay-
ments are on course to overwhelm the
entire Federal budget.

The American people deserve to hear
the truth about the tough choices we
must face together as a nation. They
also deserve an open and honest discus-
sion about how we are going to make
those choices. The President and con-
gressional Democrats ought to rethink
their strategies of leadership via blame
game and saving via spending.

The President and Democrats have
an opportunity today at the White
House to put the games aside and work
with us on opening the government, on
delivering fairness for all Americans,
and on actually reducing our debt. I
hope they use this meeting to finally
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do what is right and to help the Amer-
ican people.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. HARKIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate now
stands in adjournment until tomorrow
at 10:30 a.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 5:06 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, October 3,
2013, at 10:30 a.m.
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